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ABSTRACT

Yvonne Backe Forsberg & Richard Holmgren, San Giovenale V1:2-3.
What's beyond the Etruscan bridge? Analysis and dating of the Vignale plateau
(Skrifter utgivna av Svenska Institutet i Rom 4°, 26:6:2-3), Stockholm 2024.

The Etruscan site of San Giovenale has been excavated periodically since
1956. From the beginning the main focus has been the question of set-
tlement remains. However, a fundamental area within the site had still
not undergone the inquiry necessary for a complete understanding of the
site as a whole. The Vignale plateau, connected to the main site by an
Etruscan bridge, was surveyed and partly excavated in 1959-1960, but
not published. The Vignale Archacological Project (VAP) began new
investigations in 2006 that aimed to answer the question of “What's be-
yond the Etruscan bridge?” This publication focuses on the initial inves-
tigations of 1959-1960, augmented by new ground- and aerial remote
sensing surveys.

The current volume is divided in six chapters. Through an introduc-
tion, and geological/topographic and historical/archacological settings
(Chapters 1-3), the reader achieves a general understanding of Vignale
within a larger framework. The main archaeological studies of various
features on the plateau, their function and dating are covered in Chap-
ter 4, where Vignale from the Final Bronze Age to medieval times is ap-
proached with an emphasis on the Etruscan periods. The study of the
latter investigates the connection to Vignale’s sister plateau (the Acropo-
lis area), and the plateaus’ connection to the surrounding landscape. An
intrinsic aspect of Vignale is the association with wine over time. Chap-
ter S therefore elaborates on wild and domesticated vines with emphasis
on production, ritual, and material remains, concluding with a summary
and synthesis in Chapter 6. Two extensive appendices follow, one de-
tailing the material remains and data connected to the southern Bridge
Complex, and the other a treatise on the Etruscan awareness of their local

mineral salt, alunite.

Keywords: San Giovenale, Vignale, Etruscan, viniculture, viticulture,
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Like many enthusiasts before us, we were enraptured by the
picturesque and mystical Etrurian landscape, and hopeful
that we could reveal some of its hidden possessions. Dark and
overgrown ravines among sun-drenched plateaus inspired us
to follow in the carly Swedish excavators’ footsteps—while at
the same time trying to broaden their initial ideas with up-to-
date knowledge, and to explore and document new areas that
were previously uninvestigated (Fig. ). The content of this
book is in particular a result of the work that was initiated
at the Etruscan Bridge Complex, explored by Stig Forsberg
among others in the 1960s (Fig 2). As respectively a beloved
husband and dear friend to the current authors, he cemented
the teamwork that was destined to continue following his
unfortunate and early death. Stig’s enormous enthusiasm for
San Giovenale, and particularly the Etruscan bridge, encour-
aged us to use the foundations already laid and inspired us
to cross the Pietrisco brook. On its other side, shrouded by
trees and speculation, awaited anonymous sepulchres and ru-
ined walls beside from unfinished diaries and sketches left in
the archives. This was the plateau of Vignale—an unwritten
open book.

The opportunity to investigate Vignale arose again in Oc-
tober 1998, when the four Italian architects Angela Bizzarro,
Giuseppe, Stefano, and Alessandro Tilia began a new map-
ping project in San Giovenale. The Italian venture embraced
the acropoleis and the surrounding plateaus, including the
Etruscan bridge at the Pietrisco brook. The earlier-excavated
structures at the northern part of the bridge, then completely
covered by vegetation, were partly cleaned. The former di-
rector of the Swedish Institute of Classical Studies in Rome,
Carl Nylander, informed the present authors of the new situ-
ation and the opportunity to restudy the area—this with the
prospect of acquiring answers to our speciﬁc inquiries. These
embraced the bridge, its buildings, and the all-important ques-
tion of to where the bridge was leading. Permission to start
a complementary investigation of the ruined remains at the
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Comune di Blera, and the late Rosario Guido, who was then
the president of the Universita di Consorzio Agrario. Enthu-
siastically we started to unearth and reinvestigate part of the
Bridge Complex, which had been covered by a 2-m-thick clay
layer. Based on the results from the 1999 study, the Vignale
Archacological Project (VAP) was initiated together with
Ingela M.B. Wiman in 2006. This first field survey began by
investigating the southern side of the bridge, following the as-
sociated track along the northern slope up to the Vignale pla-
teau. There we started the search for the remains found during
the excavations of 1959-1960. As a result of tough restric-
tions on excavations and of budget limitations, we introduced
both new and established remote sensing techniques from our
small aircraft. This led to the subsequent field surveys of 2007,
2009, and 2010. Further to the truism that “no one can whis-
tle a symphony—it takes a whole orchestra to play it”, we want
to acknowledge our appreciation of this ensemble—individu-
als that not only made this project happen, but also made it
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ian knowledge and instant feedback—assets that also apply
to Pia Letalic, Liv D’Amelio and Federica Lucci. Within the
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feel welcome when checking in at the Institute. Many thanks
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in our research. These contributions not only allowed this
manuscript to reach the final stage, but also during fieldwork
funded innovative scientific undertakings, such as getting our
plane airborne for hours of flying sessions that led to new dis-
coveries.

To get an aircraft in the air is one thing, but first you need
the mashine in question. For this we are endlessly thankful to
Hannu Kuisma who not only provided us with wings for the
investigations over San Giovenale, in purchasing an aircraft,
but who was also a treasured and important team member dur-
ing every flying session and an excellent aerial photographer.
Truly Hannu, our appreciation can never be enough! We are
also very grateful for the support of Robin Fjellstrém for all
his knowledge and support in flying, and understanding the
enigma of engines and wings. We also needed a place for tak-
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Sabrina Moscatelli for contacting the Aero club in the vicinity
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aircraft. The landing strip was far too short, but an open gate
at the end of the runway saved the day! In 2009 we were for-
tunate to get in contact with the Aviosuperficie Alituscia scuola
di volo near Vejano, a few kilometres east of San Giovenale,
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(CNR) in Potenza and valued contributors to our remote
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exclusive thermal imaging (IRT) camera and also made the Li-
DAR survey possible, which resulted in ground-breaking im-
ages and data as presented in our joint articles over the years.
Furthermore, they were the key figures in analysing the remote
sensing data and in inviting us into the remote sensing com-
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by welcoming us to conferences, proving excellent co-authors
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Fig. 2. The Etruscan Bridge Complex with Stig Forsberg in the foreground (photograph by B. Blomé in 1963, courtesy of SIR).
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has not only revised the English text, but has hawk-eyedly
made our text both accurate, easy to read and free of errors.
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out doubt the greatest contributor for delivering the Vignale
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We dedicate this book to the excavators who stepped on
the soil before us: Stig Forsberg, Carl Eric Ostenberg, Mario
del Chiaro, and Frank Brown.
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